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The speakers discussed problems in the fashion industry, including fashion waste and the industry’s
impact on the environment, human rights, and low wages. They also commented on opportunities in
fashion, outlining how entrepreneurship and women’s empowerment could be fostered. The speakers
emphasized the potential for making a social impact through fashion ventures and nonprofit
organizations. They shared how global fashion businesses can partner with nonprofits to make an
impact locally and globally, citing examples such as Theory’s partnership with Custom Collaborative and
Fashion Girls for Humanity’s partnership with fashion designers such as VPL and Athleta. They also
highlighted initiatives in fashion sustainability, particularly by Theory and Yabbey—a digital library that
aims to decentralize production to reduce fashion waste.
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