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Ms. Murakami shared her life story as well as MPower Partners's journey as an ESG-focused VC 
fund in Japan. She discussed how Japan is a shrinking country with a demographic crisis and 
noted that the country is leading the global trend of demographic tsunamis. She talked about 
how a technology (AI/ digitization) tsunami is hitting Japan and the world and how a double 
tsunami (demography/ technology) can create economic opportunities for the country. She 
described key success factors for Japan, including (1) innovation, (2) reskilling, and (3) labor 
mobility, and explained how all three factors need DEI elements to be successfully promoted. 
Ms. Murakami also examined the role of startups in Japan based on her 20 years of experience 
in the global financial industry.  
 
 
 

https://business.columbia.edu/cjeb/

