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Dear World Leaders,  

We write to you as academics and inequality experts from XX countries to call for your 
support for the creation of an International Panel on Inequality, an independent, scientific body 
tasked with assessing the state of knowledge on inequality, with an uncompromising 
commitment to academic rigor, independence and credibility. Inspired by the role of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), an IPI would stand in a strong tradition of 
scientific bodies that have contributed to policymaking in crucial areas through rigorous 
presentation of evidence and analysis.  

The establishment of an International Panel on Inequality was the primary 
recommendation of last year’s G20 report on inequality, written by a group of inequality 
experts chaired by Nobel Prize winning economist Joseph Stiglitz at the request of President 
Ramaphosa during South Africa’s chairing of the G20.  This proposal has received widespread 
international support, including that of the UN Secretary-General, and the Governments of 
South Africa, Brazil, Norway and Spain have been working with the academic experts on the 
committee towards the founding of the IPI.   

High levels of inequality within and between countries drive many of the economic, 
political, societal and environmental challenges we face today, leading many to conclude 
that we have an inequality crisis just as we have a climate crisis.    

As experts from a wide range of disciplines, including economists, political scientists, climate 
scientists, sociologists, epidemiologists, anthropologists, historians, geographers and 
philosophers, we all recognise that inequality touches every aspect of human life and 
progress. We are profoundly concerned that extreme concentrations of income and wealth 
translate into undemocratic concentrations of power, unravelling trust in our societies and 
polarising our politics. 

We believe too that inequality is a policy choice and can be reversed. To address these extreme 
concentrations of wealth and income requires a shared scientific consensus on inequality. An 
International Panel on Inequality would help the world to create such a consensus. It would 
provide the knowledge basis for addressing the inequality crisis in the most effective way. 

There are three ways you can show your support. 

South Africa, on behalf of the four founding governments, has invited you to attend a key 
high-level leader’s event on the morning of the 23rd September with the UN Secretary General. 
We urge you to attend this High-Level Leaders event on 23rd September, to express your 
support for the creation of an International Panel on Inequality. 

We also call on you to support the vision statement for an IPI, also circulated to you by the 
South Africa on behalf of the four governments.  

Finally, we urge you to agree join them in a growing coalition of governments in support of 
establishing this panel as soon as possible.  

We believe that the establishment of an IPI is in the interests of all policymakers and leaders who 
recognise the importance of this issue and understand the need to base our international 



response on sound data, evidence and analysis, wherever they are on the political 
spectrum. It would be a vital first step towards building a more just and equal world. 
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